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Nürnberg American High School 
 

A U.S. Army dependents school formerly located in Fürth/Bavaria, Germany 
 
 

1967-68 School Year 
 

22nd year of the school’s existence 
 

Graduating Class of 1968 
 
 

This File:  School Newspaper 
 

 

Time Marching Backward to 1967-68 

Excerpts from the Trichter, Issues 1-7 

Complete 8-page edition of Issue 8 

 

       Archivist’s Notes 
 

       Extant issues include  No. 1, Oct. 3; No. 2, Nov. 22; No. 3, Dec. 15; No. 4, missing; No. 5, Feb 21;         

           No. 6, Mar. 22; No. 7, Apr. 30; No. 8, June 4. 

 

This volume of the Trichter was published monthly by the Newspaper Club, which was advised by    

Leora Thompson. The school year’s staff was entirely female, except for John Kamensky, who was add-

ed in the second semester to do art work.  No editor was listed.  The staff included Sue Borders, Pam 

Brown, Linda Burke, Donna Sue Crow, Linda Diaz, Diane Hadley, Anita Lee, Susan Lindsey, Barbara 

Massey, Cheryl Monteaux, Leslie McCallister. Apparently not all of these people worked on every    

issue. Elizabeth Godwin was the junior high reporter.  Margaret McGrath operated the kimeoscope. It’s 

not clear what this job entailed. 

 

It is believed that this year’s staff was the only time in the history of the Trichter that all of the reporters 

were female. — Bob McQuitty, Archivist/Historian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comments, corrections, and further contributions to the Nürnberg Alumni Association 
Archives should be sent to the NAA Archivist/Historian. 
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Oct 13, 1967, No. 1 

SENIORS PICK DOUG HATT 
Doug Hatt was elected president of NHS’s Senior Class following a spe-

cial class assembly in September. 

Jack Rose was elected vice-president; Patti Nunemaker, secretary; and 

Danny Battaglino and Trudi Johnson, tied for  treasurer . 

After the speeches, many of the candidates were overheard saying, “Ugh! 

My speech was terrible.” 

“Gee, there were so many good speeches. I don’t know who’ll win,” said 

Doug. 

Judy Smith, candidate for  treasurer , added, “I wrote my speech in pen-

cil and when I got up there, I couldn’t read it under the dim light, but what 

could I do?” 

During Jack Rose’s speech, he brought up the point that many people think 

the vice-president does not do any thing. 

Jon Moholy, a vice-presidential candidate suggested that maybe the sen-

iors could take over Teen Scene ’67 on AFN. 

Patti Nunemaker gave a parody of the poem “Twas the Night Before 

Christmas.” It was entitled “Twas the Eve Before Elections.” 

 

“Boots” Now Playing at the Camera, 

A Popular Rock-and-Roll Dance Hall 
The Boots are five talented boys coming from different parts of the world, 

three from Berlin, one from Jamaica, and one from Holland. They have rec-

orded six singles and two albums. …. 

They wore real groovy clothes, like tight-fitting hip-hugger pants, loose-

fitting high-collared shirts, and neck scarves of many different colors.           

— Linda Diaz and Anita Lee. 

 

WHAT’S NEW AT NHS 
NHS’s new French and Spanish teacher, Mr. James Naser, was born in 

Iowa and formerly a teacher in Verdun, France. He came to Nürnberg follow-

ing the exodus of the Americans from France as ordered by Charles DeGaulle. 

NHS is offering Spanish for the first time. 

Mr. Smith Reeves is the new band director . Something new has been 

added to the music program: a Marching Band, which will march at all home 

football games. 

 Vol 22, issues extant: ” No. 1-3, 5-8    No editor named,    Advisor: Leora Thompson 

Nov. 22, 1967, No. 2 
 

Mr. Peterson Helps Libya 

From here to North Africa—

that’s the scope of Mr. D. F. Peter-

son’s trouble shooting. 

Sent on special detail to help or-

ganize the American high school at 

Wheelus Air Force Base, Nürnberg 

High School’s vice-principal flew to 

Libya last week. 

During the Middle East crisis in 

the spring, all American dependents 

and teachers were evacuated from 

that area. Consequently, no one an-

ticipated a school program for 1967-

68. 

However, in the summer, depend-

ents were again moved in, and a 

school faculty was hastily thrown 

together, but there has been no high 

school principal. The Nürnberg Dis-

trict Superintendent delegated Mr. 

Peterson to make the trip and fill the 

slot of principal for a year. 

After about ten days, he is sched-

uled to return to NHS in time to 

make the Thanksgiving trip to Lon-

don. 

New Girls’ P.E. teacher 

likes clean-cut youth 

Mrs. Sandra Wilson says she 

likes the mid-knee length dresses 

and that mini skirts should not be 

worn to school. She believes mini-

skirts should only be worn by slen-

der girls. 

As for makeup, she does not 

think high school girls should 

wear it. Also she does not like 

long hair on boys. She added, “I 

like the clean-cut American 

youth.” 

Mrs. Wilson was married in a 

civil ceremony to Mr. Marvin Wil-

son, NHS math teacher, on Aug. 1. 
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RAAB:  ‘NOT FOR 

SCHOOL, FOR LIFE’ 

 Nürnberg High School has this 
year a new and sprightly faculty 
member in the political science de-
partment — Mr. Emanuel Raab. 
 Mr. Raab was born in Czechoslo-
vakia, attended school in Austria; 
Cleveland, Ohio; and University of 
Vienna.  In Vienna he was working 
toward a doctor’s degree in political 
science, but after eight semesters he 
left again for the States, where he 
hoped to receive a more democratic 
view on political science. He was 
graduated from the University of Chi-
cago with an M.A in political science. 
… 
 This teacher with strong convic-
tions has many definite ideas about 
history. He believes that with its valu-
able lessons, history can be the basis 
of a better, brighter world. 
 In discussing discipline, Mr. Raab 
said, “Man must live with rules. Free-
dom is only possible in the framework 
of order.” 
 His professional motto is “Non 
schola per vita discere,” not for 
school, but for life do we learn. —by 
Mary Dwyer, as a class assignment 

 

Gripes, Grades, Gum, 
 Given a chance to complain in 
print, these pupils told their pet 
peeves regarding teachers: 

 Margitta Adams—They give too 
much homework. 

 Ted Davis— teachers who can’t 
stand it if you know too much. 

 One pupil said, “Teachers should 
not tell us how dumb we are.” 

 Debbie Steward said, “I like 
them all.” 

 Given a chance to retaliate, a few 
teachers listed these pet peeves about 
their pupils: 

 Miss Jane Doherty—chewing 
gum. 

 Mr. William May—wasting time 
before class and writing on the bath-
room walls. 

 Mrs. Pat Kinsey—the students’ 
love for talking when they should be 
listening.—by Anita Lee 
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Smiling Irishwoman escapes Russians, 
lands on her feet as NHS Secretary 

   Norah Speck, 1913-1992 

 Many alumni remember Norah Speck because she worked as a secre-
tary at NHS for 23 years, from 1953 to 1976. 
 Many an NHS principal also remembers Norah, for in those days princi-
pals came and went with inordinate frequency by stateside administrative 
standards.  Every couple of years Norah had to “break in” a new principal. 
 Many an NHS senior from the early years also remembers Norah, for 
she loved to chaperone the senior trips.  According to Charlie Rosin, who 
came to NHS about the same time as Norah, she liked to be known as the 
“Rock Grandma,” because she always attended the big concerts. 
 In the latter part of her career at NHS, Norah was shifted to working 
with the school counselors. The administrative Poohbahs thought that an 
American citizen should be the school’s secretary. 
 Although Norah developed breast cancer just before she retired from 
NHS, she lived 16 more years, dying Dec. 28, 1992.  After her death, her 
body was cremated and her ashes were sent to Yakima, Washington, 
where daughter  Kristl Russi lives. The Russis own a small winery there:  
www.pietyflats.com.  
 The Russis have two daughters. Tanya lives in Florida and Nicole in 
Portland, OR. Norah’s older daughter, Sybille Bauer still lives in Nürnberg, 
where she is a teacher.  Sybille has two sons, Olav and Gunnar, one living 
in Nürnberg and one in Schwabach. In addition, Norah is survived by three 
great grandchildren. 
 In an e-mail, Kristl said, “Mom always felt closer to America and all her 
friends there. I think all of you who have known Mom knew that she loved 
her job and lived life to the fullest. She was an inspiration to all of us and we 
still miss her, and we have kept in touch with several of Mom’s friends.” — 
Bob McQuitty, Archivist 

By Bruce Capps, ’68 
 Reporting to the attendance 
office in NHS, a student will usual-
ly find there a not-so-old-looking 
but gray-haired lady named Norah 
Speck – a friendly person, always 
ready to take or to refuse an excuse. 
 It’s hard to believe that this 
peaceful, cheerful lady has been 
through more than you or I could 
imagine. 
 Born March 1, 1913, in Ireland 
of  “pure Irish parents,” Mrs. Speck 
explained her life story when asked 
how she happened to get from Ire-
land to her present address in Fürth, 
Germany. 
 Her father, an Irish rebel in the 
1921 revolution, was very active in 
the fight against the British.Norah’s 
mother could not stand the terrorist 
tactics of the British, so the family 
moved to Italy when Norah was 
eight years old. They spent seven 
years in Italy, wandering around 

       FOOTNOTES TO THE LIFE OF NORAH SPECK 

aimlessly, wherever her father felt 
like going. 
 “He had no consideration for 
my schooling, or my sister’s,” 
Norah explained. The reason they 
left Italy in 1928 was that her fa-
ther got mad at Mussolini. It 
seems that Norah’s parents loved 
to play tennis, and when the courts 
were closed because of a parade 
for Mussolini, her father got fed 
up and decided to move on. 
 Their next stop was Austria, 
where Norah attended a convent 
school in which she learned Ger-
man. She already knew Italian, a 
little French, and – of course – 
English. 
 In 1940 when Norah was 27, 
she left Austria and found a hus-
band in Poland. After one year in 
Poland, she returned to Vienna; 
then she went on to Germany. 
During the war she stayed in East 
Prussia. 

 In January of 1945, she had 
half an hour to decide what to take 
along with her – besides her daugh-
ter Sybille – in an escape from 
Torn in East Prussia. The expectant 
Norah left almost all her posses-
sions behind and escaped about 
half a day before the Russians in-
vaded the town. 
 After three days of riding in 
trucks and open carts in freezing 
weather, she reached her mother-in
-law’s house in East Germany, 
where she had her second daughter, 
Kristine. There she worked for a 
time as an interpreter for the Amer-
icans, who in April took her hus-
band prisoner. Soon after he re-
turned to her, they were divorced. 
 One day at 2 o’clock,  Norah 
decided that she must leave East 
Germany. “I had an inkling the 
Russians were going to come,” she 
explained. She left 24 hours before 
the Russians arrived. 
 In West Germany she went to 
work in Altenburg, a town near 
Heidelberg, for the military gov-
ernment. 
 In 1952, she continued, she was 
“phased out,” so she moved to Fürth, 
securing a job as secretary of the 
stockade in the basement of the Pal-
ace of Justice, where 700 prisoners  
were kept. (continued next page)  

This story was reprinted in the NAA 
Trichter in Fall, 2004.           

 
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Norah Speck’s Life (continued) 

 She was again phased out when the prisoners were 
transferred to Mannheim. 
 After drifting around a bit more, she finally secured 
a job in the Nürnberg American High School after a 
brief interview with a principal who “sort of mysteri-
ously left” the day after Norah landed the job. 
 This is the story of Norah Speck’s life, but she has 
never been as happy as she is in her present job. She is 
happy mainly because “I like getting to know people, 
helping them, and trying to understand them.” 
 Asked if she has any complaints, she responded, 
“No, I don’t think I dislike anything. I just take things 
as they come along.” This may be easier for Norah 
Speck to do than for many other people, however; and 
she is to be respected for what she has lived through, 
and even more for the fact that she has remained smil-
ing. 
 
Seven Dollar Spree  

 Cheap But Cold 

Two NHS juniors went to Switzerland the economi-

cal way—hitch-hiking! 

Joey Dunsmoor and Preston Barker spent their  

Thanksgiving vacation on tour to Leysin, Switzerland. 

“Hitch-hiking is ordinarily not much fun. In the cold, it 

certainly has its drawbacks,” said Joey. “The only good 

thing about it is how cheap it is.”  The boys spent seven 

dollars each in three days. 

Leysin is the mountain-top site of the Swiss Ameri-

can College, but most of the students were on vacation. 

Preston and Joe talked with an NHS grad, Taney Heil. 

They spent their nights in a youth hostel, a private 

home, a dormitory, and even a police station. 

“One night we stayed in the room of Al Jolson’s son 

in attendance at the college,” commented Joey. 

Feb. 21, 1968, No. 5 

75 to Model Home Economics Fashions 
The Home Economics classes of the Nürnberg 

American High School will present a Gala Evening of 

Fashion before the PTA in the Kalb Club March 4. 

After hours of practicing turns, walks, poses, and 

stands, approximately 75 girls from Home Ec I, II, III, 

and IV will model their skirts, dresses, suits, and en-

sembles before students and parents. …. 

Mrs. Ramona Kreuzer, who teaches sewing and 

is sponsoring the project, said, “The purpose of having 

the fashion show is not only to give the girls experience 

in modeling, but also to let them show their talents and 

abilities, and what they have made.” 

The projects were chosen by the girls according to 

their individual abilities, and were then OKed by Mrs. 

Kreuzer. 

Sophomores Crown ‘Sweethearts’ 
The crowing of class “sweethearts” in a Valentine at-

mosphere was a highlight of the Sophomore Ball at the 

Kalb Club Saturday night. 

Rhinestone tiaras were placed on the heads of the fol-

lowing honorees: Sharon Vaughn, freshman; Debbie 

Gotthelf, sophomore; Anita Allran, junior ; and Patti 

Nunemaker, senior . 

 

Trichter Gossip Column 

DID YOU KNOW? 

“The gods frown upon us!  It’s a bad omen,” prophe-

sied Mike Gentry when he saw the sleet beating upon 

thereof outside the English exam. 

In listing the characteristics of the short story, Pete 

Bales wrote, “Short enough to be read in one sentence.” 

Bob Wilson said Carl Sandburg gave the Gettys-

burg Address. 

“Some people seeing my bare legs think I have on a 

micro-skirt,” said Marie Hagan recently. Investigation 

proved that Marie, clutching a furry coat over her bathing 

suit, had been modeling for art class. 

After the Slave Dance, Mr. Wayne Olson wailed, “I 

have been bought by a syndicate!” It seems several pupils 

pooled their cash to purchase the versatile instructor. 

A King may be treated like a queen on her birthday. 

Miss Sally King, daily gaining in mobility since her  

accident in January, was wined and dined at a German 

restaurant and in Miss Helen Crowell’s apar tment. 

Only her sewing teacher knows for sure, but rumors 

are that Kathryn Hayward put two left sleeves in her dress. 

A dorm informer commented, “if Betsy ever moves too 
much, Bill Dubnansky will fall on his face.” 

Work-Study Adds Hospital 

The work-study program was expanded in the second 

semester to include training in the fields of nursing and 

lab work at the U.S. Army Hospital. Miss Ruby Numeto, 

who teaches shorthand, typing, and bookkeeping is coor-

dinator of the program, 

Five students are taking advantage of the new fields 

opened for supervised training, including future nurses 

Maureen Thompson, and Sandra Wright,  

Future lab technicians are Ted Davis, Bert  Spetzler, 

and Linda Sorbo.  

Secretarial and mechanical training are being contin-

ued from last year.  This is the second year for a work-

study program at NHS. 
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     We’ve enjoyed reading the Trichters. Did the seniors put up 
a wall to create the Senior Lounge, or did they just move in 
chairs? — Mr. Werner Rosin, now on educational leave at 
the University of Texas. 

Alum Note 

     Taney Heil Gets 
     Dance Award 
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March 22, 1968, No.6 
 

SENIORS LIKE SECLUSION 

Frank and Lucy to  

Star in ‘Tom Jones’ 
Frank Burgess, senior  and president 

of the Drama Club, will play the title role 

in “Tom Jones, a three-act comedy to be 

presented in the Fuerth Opera House in 

May. 

Also starring in the production will be 

Lucy Lindsey, junior , in the role of So-

phia, a pure and innocent young lady. 

The play is about the hilarious adven-

tures of Tom Jones, a lovable rogue with 

the uncanny ability to get into awful 

scrapes and yet come out “smelling like a 

rose.” 

“The play has been much cleaned up,” 

explained director Judy Gordy. 

Supporting cast members are as fol-

lows: Bub Emery as Partridge; Steve 

Clemens as Squire Allworthy; Doug 

Hatt, as Captain Blifil; Paul Davis as 

Blifil;John Magness as Thwackum. …. 

Other cast members include Ariel 

Deutch, Preston Barker, Tom Pond, 

Dwight Otto, Tina Snyder, Shannon 

Gentry, Edie Strenger, Janice Pue, 

Ruth Hopson, Jill Peterson, Mickie 

McCallister, Sue Borders, Trish Nedds, 

and Marilina Capps. 

More Gossip 

      DID YOU KNOW?  

A student in Mr. Bill May’s I.P.S. 
class made the mistake of calling him 
“May.” 

“When you speak to me, address me as 
Sir!” was the teacher’s quick retort. 

Steve Parker, freshman, has a mile-
long talking record in English class. For 
the third time this year, he had to put a 
piece of paper between his teeth to main-
tain silence. 

Gwen Wickline is a close observer :  
she was the first to note that a certain 
teacher’s pattern hose did not match. 

The fire—even though imaginary—
may have warmed the romance. Mini 
Glover was seen snuggling up to Jon 
Moholy dur ing the last fire dr ill.  
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DID YOU KNOW?  (continued) 

It sounded like hell! Ruth Hopson was actually reading a line from Shake-

speare (All hail, Macbeth!) when her accent failed her. 

Jay Mowery, while filling out a careers questionnaire for  the business 

department, asked, “Is it all right to put down world dictator?” 

“Trichter” staffer Donna Crow won a chocolate candy-filled trichter for 

earning the most points for the paper’s February issue. 

April 30, 1968, No. 7 

Class Poll 

JUNIORS NAME SUPERLATIVES 
by Linda Burke 

The polls are closed, the votes are in and counted. Everyone’s wondering 

who are the “Super People” . . . . 

Most Likely to Succeed: Cyndi Scott and Preston Barker 

Cutest Couple:  Ted Glover and Diane Moholy 

Most Studious: Susie May and John La Rocco 

Wittiest: Bob Wilson and Edie Strenger 

Most Talented Couple: Pete Christiansen and Gina Curzi 

Most Athletic: Steve Basozki and Marie Hagan. 

Most Fashionable: Trish Mounts and Jim Albright 

Friendliest: Anita Allran and Pete Christiansen 

Most Handsome: Jim Albright 

Most Beautiful:  Charlene Bowser 

 

Role Playing 
 

FACULTY, YOU 
ARE THERE 

“You are There,” a playlet por-

traying the signing of the Declara-

tion of Independence, was enacted 

by a group of junior high boys at a 

recent faculty meeting. 

Mrs. Judy Gordy, who dis-

cussed the art of role playing as a 

teacher method, introduced the fol-

lowing cast: 

Benjamin Franklin, played by 

Dean Thomas; Thomas Jefferson, 

John Fleming; Matthew 

Thornton, Ron Burgess; John Ad-

ams, David Marshello; John Han-

cock, Mike Schepansky; and the 

Herald, Robert Riggs. 

The play was chiefly concerned 

with getting Matthew Thornton, 

who was against the signing, to sign 

the Declaration. 

John Adams spoke on the future 

of the country, and John Hancock 

talked of insuring freedom. Ben 

Franklin said, “We must, indeed, all 

hang together, or most assuredly, 

we shall hang separately.” It was 

Thomas Jefferson’s speech that fi-

nally persuaded Thornton to sign. 

The boys wore costumes of 

knickers, white ruffled shirts, knee 

socks, and buckled shoes. Dean 

Thomas, as Franklin, wore glasses 

and a bald-head wig. 
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